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In the April 26, 1989 memo from M. van Gernert to J. Bloom the 
EPL report on the rat and mouse kidney slides was discussed. 
From the memo of Dr. Lynnar~ J. Slaughter dated 4/6/89 which 
was discussed in that April 26, 1989 memo Dr. Slaughter stated 
that the kidney lesion described and discussed in the subchronic 
and chronic studies and the EPL reports on these studies are not 
life threatening nor are they biologically important with 
respect to these animals' consumption of 2,4-D. These lesions 
are consistent with those found in aging rats. Whether or not the 
chemical in·question influenced the early onset of a naturally 
occurrina disease process cannot be deduced from animals subjected 
to the experimental design that was used fOr these studies. 

The reason for having EPL examine these kidney slides was to 
determine if these lesions were serious enough to consider that 
the MTD had been reached in the mouse and rat chronic studies. 
After reviewing the EPL reports, Dr. slaughter has determined 
that these kidney lesions are not sufficiently serious to say 
that an MTD had been reached in either study. Both the chronic/ 
oncogenicity study in rats and the oncogenicity studY in mice 
will have to be repeated at a sufficiently high dose to test 
the oncogenic potential of 2,4-D. 
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